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DACA Recipients Vulnerable to Detention and Deportation 

 
“The courts have dealt another blow to Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), the program 
that grants permission to live and work in the United States to about 600,000 undocumented young 
people who came to the country as children. A federal appeals court in Louisiana ruled on 
Wednesday that the program was unlawful — leaving it intact for current beneficiaries but barring 
new applicants….  
 
DACA allows qualifying undocumented immigrants to register with the government — and openly 
contribute to their communities, paying taxes and holding jobs. Without DACA protection, 
recipients would have no legal immigration status, leaving them vulnerable to detention and 
deportation….  
 
Pennsylvania is home to 4,180 DACA recipients, and 14,930 live in New Jersey. Many DACA 
recipients have grown to adulthood while waiting for the fate of the program to be determined. They 
say they’re forced to live their lives in two-year renewal increments. The new ruling extends the 
uncertainty around a major American immigration program, one intended to serve as a temporary 
bridge to permanent status for thousands of young people.” (Jeff Gammage, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 10/7/22 – excerpts) 
 
Our own Mary McKenna raises searing questions for us to consider. 
Upheavals in nature, climate, politics, and economics have many of our fellow human beings 
migrating for their lives these days. Many of us who have adequate homes and the basic necessities 
believe that “we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.” Multiple faiths promote welcoming and 
helping those in need. Why are we in the U.S. so reticent in demanding that our legislators enact 
laws to make it possible and safe for immigrants to settle here legally?  
 
Why are we allowing a federal appeals court to halt applications for enrollment in the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program? Why are we not passing on the reward of 
citizenship to the thousands of people who have already proved their value and worth through all 
the years they have lived here already as valuable workers, taxpayers, parents, and leaders? We 
need a process like DACA to create a safe, systematic way to allow immigrants to become 
naturalized and contributing members of our nation, a nation they call home. 
 
I am afraid that one of the obstacles lies in our hidden or not-so-hidden racial prejudices. Are we 
still influenced as to people’s value by the color of their skin? That is a question that only 
individuals can answer within themselves. Let us tackle this issue now with wisdom, common 
sense, malice toward none and charity toward all. Encourage Congress and other policy makers to 
be the leaders we need them to be! Let’s take the “deferred” out of our “action” and produce a way to 
allow qualifying immigrant young people to be fellow-citizens and co-workers. Our nation will be all 
the stronger for such inclusion in our society. (Mary A. McKenna)   
 
Call on Congress to swiftly pass a pathway to citizenship for immigrant youth.  
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