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Protect Pollinators as They Hunker Down for the Winter

“California recently became the 10th U.S. state to adopt legislation restricting bee-killing
neonicotinoid pesticides.... A decade ago, there wasn't a single state in the union that had restricted
the use of bee-killing pesticides. Today, one in four Americans lives in a state that has taken action
to restrict these bee-killing pesticides. And not a moment too soon, as bee-killing pesticides are
among the key drivers of the global bee die-off and pushing bumblebee species toward extinction.”
(Environment America, 10/22/23)

“Want to help protect pollinators as you prepare your lawn or garden for winter? Use
these tips to help bees survive until spring:
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Ifeaveithe leaves

eave fallen leaves wherethey lie, or keep raked leaves in your yard. A
arpet of autumn leaves provides great shelter for bumblehees and Gther
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Don't "put your garden to bed" by clearing brushAIIow:ngtwgs leat ltter
and brush to remain creates an abundance of winter pollinator homes, with
almost no effort on your part.

Many insects slee aII winter, but some emerge to feed during mild
weather. (Tusters o wmter-bloommg plants will prowde bees some

' any wild bees including bumblebees spen the wenter in smallnest
in the ground. This habitat heEEs them stai warm and safe.

;{T_his is important %ear—iound, but especially in winter when bees are at their
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most vulnerable. Certain pesticides, such as neonicotinoids, have been
implicated in large scale bee die-offs. Keeping your garden pesticide-free
il make it a healthy habitat for pollinators of all kinds.

Taking even one of these steps will make a big difference for pollinators in your
backyard.... When spring comes again in just a few short months, buzzing bees and
colorful butterflies will emerge again to thank you for keeping them safe during the
coldest time of year.” (The Environmental Action Team,10/29/23)

Comments on this column may be directed to the Social Justice Committee at socialjustice@holycrossphl.org.



mailto:socialjustice@holycrossphl.org
http://pin.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Rza%2F68PDfEgfn1nRpcwEZ14UjO%2BXwxzh

