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                   A Crisis of Species and Habitat Loss 
 
This is not the time to cut critical wildlife conservation programs. “We are in the midst of a 
biodiversity crisis. In our own country, 34% of plants and 40% of animals are at risk of extinction, 
and 41% of ecosystems are at risk of range-wide collapse.” (Susan Holmes. Executive Director, 
Endangered Species Coalition, 4/8/25) 
 
“The unusual mortality event that wiped out thousands of Florida's manatees in recent years was 
the result of polluted habitat. Pollution choked off the seagrass manatees depend on, launching a 
death spiral that brought these gentle giants closer to the brink.” (Kierán Suckling, Executive 
Director, Center for Biological Diversity, 4/15/25) 

Now, all endangered and threatened animals are in danger of losing habitat protection. 

“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration are 
planning to redefine want it means to "harm" endangered animals — specifically their habitat. 
Their latest proposal would give a green light to destroy some of the last places where endangered 
species are hanging on — opening the door for bulldozers, mines, chainsaws, roads, polluters, and 
endless sprawl. 

Habitat loss is the biggest driver of the extinction crisis. You can't save species without also 
safeguarding the places they live. By launching a process to redefine "harm" so that it no longer 
includes habitat protections, the agencies charged with saving wildlife are rolling over to big 
business.” (Kierán Suckling, Executive Director, Center for Biological Diversity, 4/22/25) 

Recent orders by the Secretary of the Interior “directs the Department of the Interior to eliminate 
regulations critical to safeguarding endangered and imperiled species, reopen Alaskan wilderness 
to drilling and mining activity, and open the Outer Continental Shelf to drilling for oil, gas and 
minerals, among other directives.” (Maggie Dewane, Communications Director, Defenders of 
Wildlife, 2/4/25) 

“These are blatant and brazen efforts to undermine the Endangered Species Act and will further 
put at risk migratory birds and already imperiled wildlife … and unnecessarily expand drilling in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and other critical habitats. These orders are reckless and 
issued at a time that America is not experiencing an energy emergency, but rather a crisis of 
species and habitat loss.” (Robert Dewey, vice president of government relations for Defenders of 
Wildlife, 2/4/25) Take action to save the Endangered Species Act.     
 
We would do well to consider the words of Rachel Carson who wrote Silent Spring in 1962 
documenting the devastating effects of pesticides on the natural world: “Man’s attitude toward 
nature is today critically important simply because we have now acquired a fateful power to alter 
and destroy nature. But man is a part of nature, and his war against nature is inevitably a war 
against himself. [We are] challenged as mankind has never been challenged before to prove our 
maturity and our mastery, not of nature, but of ourselves.” 

Comments on this column may be directed to the Social Justice Committee at socialjustice@holycrossphl.org. 
Click here for column archive. 

https://act.biologicaldiversity.org/z0VvP2_CV0Cde__63LzWkg2?sourceid=1010298&utm_source=action&utm_medium=email&contactdata=MQL7lNBkAFuHfL4PASh6gDALUVT7znRA4QsLW8r%2fmBwVX40frd8H66ZMPTZhj4lwKA0i7fdRJjvLP1hE3acomBwQqgpIq4jg64OalGka79M1XEJkilHRxADYiVIUu%2fg+Mob6Rjfew+L1GDEyG2xrUtvHsZ2fjuVW1wK9ShLPj7gzAsAVKR2Zk86lvrfaKeF83ROtZ64NcOtsjEnRqwGIPMXT46+vp9z00hPReQlZNWxiK2VuAi7J9x1MJeGEFqQ4V1lxzpuUWcWpElg%2f%2fZKg8g%3d%3d&emci=db019d22-5d20-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=0e9724d5-cc21-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=2145541
https://act.defenders.org/page/18350/action/1?ea.tracking.id=web_action-listing&_gl=1*16arl1w*_gcl_au*MTIyNDI3MjYyNC4xNzQ1NDYxMzM1*_ga*MTM1Mjc2OTY1LjE3NDU0NjEzMzY.*_ga_GVV6YX8Y4E*MTc0NTU0NTc0NC4yLjEuMTc0NTU0NTg5NS4yOC4wLjE4NjAyMzY0Nzk.
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