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The Sacred Duty of Hospitality 
 
“Significantly, many small communities living in desert areas developed a remarkable system 
of welcoming pilgrims as an exercise of the sacred duty of hospitality…. Hospitality was one 
specific way of rising to the challenge and the gift present in an encounter with those outside 
one’s own circle.” (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 90) 
 
“Under Title 42, almost all asylum-seeking families and individuals are being denied their 
human and legal right to seek safety. Many migrants have faced violence and even lost their 
lives due to this policy, with Black asylum-seekers—especially Haitians—being particularly 
vulnerable.” (Ellie Hutchison Cervantes, Interfaith Immigration Coalition, 7/13/22) 
 
“Even though the Biden administration pledged to end Title 42 enforcement in May 2022, the 
measure is still in place at the U.S./Mexico border. Since the Trump administration first 
invoked Title 42 as a justification for denying asylum-seekers the right to enter the country 
(they were considered to be a public health risk because of the COVID-19 pandemic), almost 2 
million persons have been expelled from the United States. Many fall victim to traffickers and 
criminal gangs or languish in dangerous Mexican border towns with no opportunity to exercise 
their right to seek asylum. 
 
The motivation behind the use of Title 42 as a public health measure has always been suspect. 
For example, it does not apply to persons entering the United States at airports and was 
rescinded for specific groups at the border, including unaccompanied minors and people from 
Ukraine. It is difficult to understand how a virus can distinguish between people based on 
their age, ethnic group, or mode of travel. Use of Title 42 to curb immigration is rooted in 
racism and xenophobia. It is no longer possible to deny the true intent of Title 42 as an anti-
immigrant measure. 
 
Now there are efforts underway to codify Title 42 into law, especially by way of amendments 
to the Departments of Homeland Security and Health and Human Services spending bills. 
Such measures reflect the strong anti-immigrant sentiment embraced by some segments of 
U.S. society, including lawmakers and judges. This is why it is critical that people of faith who 
stand in solidarity with our immigrant sisters and brothers speak out about these abuses and 
demand just and humane treatment of immigrants.” (Mercy Justice Team, 7/25/22) 
 
Send messages now to your senators and representatives, whether they are Democratic, 
Republican, or independent. Take Action: Don't Let Title 42 Become Permanent Border 
Policy 
 
“The highest form of love that we are called to as Catholics is Agape love – a Christ-like love 
that is extended to the whole world without limits. Agape love requires us to love those that 
society keeps at ‘the margins’ as much as we love our own families by recognizing the innate 
kinship of humanity. This is why our love requires justice.” (Chloe Becker, Magnificat ’20, My 
Agape Experiment) 
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