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All Species Are Part of the Earth’s Ecosystem 
 
Whatever happens in one part of our environment ~ in one part of our oceans, in one part of 
our lands, in one part of our skies does not happen in isolation. It affects other species, many 
of which are endangered right now. 
 
“If we don’t change course, the result will be more of what we’ve already experienced — 
extinction at a rate our world hasn’t seen in at least 66 million years. The stakes, like the 
excruciating heat we’re experiencing, will only get higher.” (Noah Greenwald, Endangered 
Species Program Director at the Center for Biological Diversity, in The Hill, 7/22/22) 
 
“The International Union for the Conservation of Nature just declared monarch butterflies 
endangered, placing them on its Red List of Threatened Species. Battered by habitat 
destruction, climate change, pesticides and more, the iconic insects join more than 40,000 
other animals and plants as potential casualties of the Earth’s sixth mass extinction event. 
  
Monarchs have declined 85% in two decades. The western population — which overwinters in 
California from states west of the Rockies — has suffered a heartbreaking 99% decline. 
Overall, the migrating populations are less than half the size they need to be to avoid 
extinction….” (Center for Biological Diversity, 7/28/22) Plant that milkweed! 
 
Pollinators of all kinds are in trouble right now, not just butterflies. Nearly 9 out of 10 
American bumblebees have died due to habitat loss, disease and -- of course -- pesticide use.  
 
A new milestone for wildlife was recently celebrated when “the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed the Recovering America's Wildlife Act on a bipartisan vote of 231-190…. The Act will 
provide critical resources for states, territories, and Tribes to carry out conservation projects 
for at-risk fish, wildlife, and plants, as well as federal funding to help recover endangered and 
threatened species.” (Abby Tinsley, National Wildlife Federation, 7/2/22) The bill was voted 
out of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works in April and awaits 
consideration on the Senate floor. 
 

“The legislation is important because a 2018 study by the 
National Wildlife Federation, the American Fisheries Society, 
and The Wildlife Society estimated that one-third of all fish 
and wildlife species in the U.S. are at an increased risk of 
extinction” (Brad Johnson, South Dakota’s delegate to the 
National Wildlife Federation, Watertown Public 
Opinion,7/22/22)  
 
You are wildlife's voice in Congress, and they still need your help! 
 
Parish family member Miguel Heverin-Alvarado is a Clinic 
Support & Animal Care Volunteer at the Schuylkill Center 
Wildlife Clinic. Here he is feeding a baby squirrel. Thank you, 
Miguel, for caring for God’s creatures and saving wildlife. 
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