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Trees: A Critical Resource in Responding to Climate Change 
 
“The mature and old-growth trees in our federally managed forests are one of this 
country's greatest resources. It is critical that we take action to protect them -- our climate 
forests are worth more standing.” (Alex Craven, Sierra Club, 8/6/22)  
 
“North America was once covered in forests, but most of our older trees have been lost to 
logging. To make matters worse, ongoing timber sales and climate change are speeding up 
this loss. Timber companies are still allowed to log in older forests. And with rising global 
temperatures come greater risk of wildfires, drought, extreme heat, and invasive pests -- 
all events that can have profound impacts on some of our most biodiverse and healthy 
habitats.” (Craig Welch, "Why old-growth forests matter," National Geographic, 4/22/22) 
 
What about planting new trees? This is certainly a piece of the conservation plan but 
protecting old growth trees is essential. “Older trees accumulate and store enormous 
amounts of carbon over many centuries, providing vital wildlife habitats, clean air, clean 
water, and resilience against floods and droughts. In fact, 35 million metric tons of carbon 
is sequestered from the atmosphere by federal forestlands every year and 17.2 billion 
metric tons of carbon is stored in U.S. federal forests.” (Blaine Miller-McFeeley, 
Earthjustice Alerts, 8/5/22) 
  
“On July 14, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of the Interior 
opened a public comment period following President Biden's Executive Order (EO 14072) 
to conserve mature and old growth forests on federally managed lands and establish the 
United States as an international leader using forests as a climate solution. 
 
Now is the time to protect our federally managed forests for the many values they provide 
and to safeguard our communities from the future impacts of climate change. Make your 
voice heard and submit a comment to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the 
Department of Interior (DOI)…. 
 
Send a message now to tell them to seize this opportunity to enact meaningful protections 
for mature and old growth trees as a key climate strategy….  
https://addup.sierraclub.org/campaigns/protect-our-old-growth-and-mature-forests 
 
Forest conservation is one of the most cost-effective climate solutions we can enact at 
scale. We know we can ensure strong, durable protections for our mature and old-growth 
forests, but it's going to take overwhelming public support.” (Alex Craven, Sierra Club, 
8/6/22) 
 
“Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; 
it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.” Pope Francis, 
Laudato Sí  
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