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Signs of New Life for Asylum Seekers 
 
“Seeking protection from violence and persecution is a fundamental human right, and the 
right to seek asylum is protected by U.S. and international law” (Sarah Rich, senior 
supervising attorney with the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Immigrant Justice Project).  
 
“For many migrants in peril, waiting in their home countries for a better time to seek 
asylum in the U.S. is not – nor could ever be – a viable option. ‘I fled my country because I 
wanted to survive,’ Emiliana Doe, whose name has been changed to protect her identity, 
told the SPLC in Spanish. ‘I want to live. I want to be somebody. Nobody wants to die’.” (Liz 
Vinson, SPLC Staff Writer, 7/24/21) 
 
Title 42, a public health law, used the pandemic as justification to deport more than 17,000 
Haitians back to a country many describe as a war zone where those fleeing may face 
persecution (TIME, March 28/April 4, 2022). In the last two years, “it is estimated that as 
many as 1.7 million persons have been expelled from the U.S. under Title 42. The vast 
majority have been persons of color.” (Mercy Justice Team, 4/2/22)  
 
The good news is that on April 1, 2022, the current administration announced that it plans 
to end Title 42 on May 23, 2022.  
 
“There never was any ‘public health rationale’ for Title 42,” Michele Heisler, MD, MPA, 
medical director for Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) told MedPage Today 4/4/22. From 
her perspective, the decision to implement the order was made purely for reasons of 
“immigration control.”  
 
"As physicians who have been doing medical-legal assessments, it has been just horrifying 
to know that asylum seekers from places like Haiti, Venezuela, and Nicaragua, who left 
their home countries due to gang violence, political persecution, and domestic abuse, were 
turned away by the U.S. It's really been a humanitarian catastrophe -- subjecting fellow 
human beings to horrific physical harms and unsafe conditions and creating a great deal of 
trauma for already deeply traumatized people." (Heisler as told to Shannon Firth, 
Washington Correspondent, MedPage Today April 4, 2022) 
 
“While the policy itself was implemented on the basis of public health, the PHR report 
pointed out that ‘every aspect of the expulsion process, such as holding people in crowded 
conditions for days without testing and then transporting them in crowded vehicles, 
increases the risk of spreading and being exposed to COVID-19’. 
 
When the policy is reversed, Heisler said she anticipates an ‘upsurge’ in immigrants at the 
border, but the Biden administration, as well as non-governmental and church-based 
organizations, are all preparing to address that issue. The Biden administration will pilot a 
new ‘asylum rule’ to help address the backlog of cases, in which asylum officers, along with 
immigration judges, will be able to hear cases and make decisions on whether a person is 
eligible for asylum.” (Shannon Firth, MedPage Today April 4, 2022) 
 
Let us hold our government accountable for a fair and just asylum process.  

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/new-rules-from-biden-administration-aim-to-decide-u-s-asylum-cases-more-quickly

