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Outline of the Mass of Christian Burial 

Eulogy (Words of Remembrance) 

Introductory Rites 
Greeting 

Sprinkling with Holy Water 
Placing the Pall 

Entrance Procession 
Opening Prayer 

Liturgy of the Word 
Old Testament 

Reading Responsorial 
Psalm New Testament 

Reading Gospel 
Reading 
Homily 

Universal Prayer 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Procession with Bread & Wine 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Communion 

Final Commendation 
Song of Farewell 

 
Procession to the Cemetery 
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The Parts Explained 

Please consider inviting someone in your party to compose and present a eulogy or words of 
remembrance to honor your loved one. This will take place at the very beginning of the ritual. The 
available time is ten minutes (or less), and the content should highlight your loved one's virtuous life. 

 
The funeral pall is a reminder of the garment given at Baptism, signifying life in Christ. The 

pall is placed over the casket immediately before the beginning of Mass. This may be done by family 
members, friends, or by the funeral director if you wish. 

 
After you have made your selections for the Scripture Readings to be used at the Mass, choose two 

readers among the members of your party, one of whom will proclaim the Old Testament Reading. The 
Responsorial Psalm follows (generally sung by the musicians), after which the second reader proclaims 
the New Testament Reading. The priest will proclaim the Gospel Reading. 

You may invite another member of your party the pray the petitions of the Universal Prayer 
aloud from the podium in the sanctuary. 

 
The sacrificial gifts – a small plate of bread and a carafe of wine – will have been placed on a small 

table in the middle of the church before Mass begins. At the Procession with Bread & Wine, two 
members of your party can go to the table and bring the gifts to the priest at the altar. 

 
Any of the members of your party who are Catholic are welcome – and encouraged – to approach the 

sanctuary and receive Holy Communion. 
 
At the end of Mass, on the funeral director’s instruction, everyone will join the procession out of 

church and prepare to depart for the cemetery. 
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Job 19:1, 23-27a 

A reading from the Book of Job 

Old Testament Reading 
(choose one of these) 

Job answered Bildad the Shushite and said: "Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they 
were inscribed in a record, that with an iron chisel and with lead they were cut in the rock forever! But as for 
me, I know that my Vindicator lives, and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust; whom I myself shall 
see; my own eyes, not another's, shall behold him; and from my flesh I shall see God; my inmost being is 
consumed with longing." 

The Word of the Lord. 

Wisdom 3:1-9 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view 
of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going forth from us, 
utter destruction. But they are in peace. For if before men, indeed they be punished, yet is their hope full of 
immortality; chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and found them 
worthy of himself. 

As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. In the 
time of their visitation they shall shine, and shall dart about as sparks through stubble. They shall judge 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord shall be their King forever. Those who trust in him shall 
understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with in love, because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, 
and his care is with the elect. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Wisdom 4:7-15 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 

The just man, though he dies early, shall be at rest. For the age that is honorable comes not with the 
passing of time, nor can it be measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for 
men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age. He who pleased God was loved; he who lived 
among sinners was transported, snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or deceit beguile his soul. 
For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent 
mind. Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a long career, for his soul was 
pleasing to the Lord, therefore the Lord spirited him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people did not 
understand, nor take this into account. 

The Word of the Lord. 



The Word of the Lord.  

Isaiah 25:6a,7-9 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples. On this mountain he will destroy the veil 
that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations. He will destroy death forever. The Lord God 
will wipe away the tears from all faces; the reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for 
the Lord has spoken. 

On that day it will be said: “Indeed, this is our God to whom we looked to save us! This is the Lord to 
whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!” 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
Lamentations 3:17-26 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations. 

My life is deprived of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is; my enduring hope, I said, has perished 
before the Lord. The thought of my wretched homelessness is wormwood and poison; 
remembering it over and over, my soul is downcast. But this I will call to mind; therefore I will hope: 
The Lord’s acts of mercy are not exhausted, his compassion is not spent; They are renewed each morning—
great is your faithfulness! 

The Lord is my portion, I tell myself, therefore I will hope in him. The Lord is good to those who 
trust in him, to the one that seeks him; It is good to hope in silence for the Lord’s deliverance. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
Daniel 12:1-3 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel. 

In those days, I, Daniel, mourned and heard this word from the Lord: 

“At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your people; it shall be a time 
unsurpassed in distress since the nation began until that time. At that time your people shall escape, 
everyone who is found written in the book. 

“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; some to everlasting life, others to reproach 
and everlasting disgrace. But the wise shall shine brightly, like the splendor of the firmament, and those who 
lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever.”  The Word of the Lord.  



The Word of the Lord.  

New Testament Reading 
(choose one of these) 

Romans 5:5-11 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the holy 
Spirit that has been given to us. For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the appointed time for the 
ungodly. 

Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one might 
even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us. 

How much more then, since we are now justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 
wrath. 

Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much 
more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his life. Not only that, but we also boast of God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 
Romans 6:3-9 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were indeed 
buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might live in newness of life. For if we have grown into union with him through a death 
like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. 

We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we 
might no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no 
more; death no longer has power over him. 

Romans 8:14-23 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, “Abba, 
Father!” 



The Word of the Lord.  

The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be 
revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for 
creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, 
in hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until 
now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within 
ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 
Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for 
us all – how will he not also give us everything else along with him? 

Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. 

Who will condemn? It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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The Universal Prayer  

(Also known as Prayer of the Faithful or Intercessions) 

 
HOLY CROSS PARISH, PHILADELPHIA 
Intercessions: Funeral Liturgy for NAME  

Priest: Brothers and sisters, as we gather in faith and hope to commend NAME to 
the mercy of God, let us now offer our prayers for her/him, for her/his family and 
friends, and for all who mourn, trusting in the Lord’s promise of eternal life. 
 
Our response is, Lord hear our prayer 
 

1) For NAME, who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life. May s/he now 
receive these blessings fully in the company of all the angels and saints. We pray 
to the Lord.  

 
2) For our relatives and friends who have helped us during this difficult time, that 

they may have the reward for their goodness. We pray to the Lord. 

3) For all those who have gone before us, especially, NAME’s parents, N. and N. and 
all other predeceased family members. May they rest peacefully and now 
joyfully reunite with and welcome NAME into God’s heavenly home. We pray to 
the Lord. 

 
4) For the family and friends of NAME, may we feel God’s healing power and find 

comfort and consolation in his/her memories that we hold dear in our hearts. We 
pray to the Lord.  

 
5) For all of us assembled here to pray for, and pay our last respect to NAME: family, 

friends, parishioners, colleagues and well-wishers, that God bless all of us and lead 
us back safely to our various destinations. We pray to the Lord. 

 
6) For all the prayers we hold in the silence of our heart (pause). May we confidently 

bring these prayers to God and be attentive to the ways in which He answers. We 
pray to the Lord. 

 
Priest: Merciful Father, hear the prayers we have offered with faith. Grant 
eternal rest to NAME , and bring comfort and peace to all who mourn her/him. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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These hymns are suggestions. If there is a hymn not listed that you wish to include in the Mass, 
please ask. 

 

Gathering 
Hymn 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Be Not Afraid 

Meditation 
Ave Maria 
Give Me Jesus 

Blessed Assurance 
I Just Came to Praise the Lord 
Nearer My God to Thee 
How Great Thou Art 
Rock of Ages 
Shall We Gather at the River 
We Walk by Faith 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 23 – The Lord Is My Shepherd 
Psalm 25 – To You, O Lord, I Lift My 
Soul Psalm 27 – The Lord Is My Light 
& My 

Salvation 
Psalm 42 – As The Deer Longs for 

Running Streams 
Psalm 91 – Be With Me, Lord 
Psalm 103 – The Lord Is Kind and 
Merciful 

Procession with Bread & Wine 
Amazing Grace 
There is a Balm in 
Gilead I Surrender All 
Pass Me Not, O Gentle 
Savior Prayer of St. Francis 
Softly & Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 
Steal Away to Jesus 
Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 

Communion 

God Has Smiled on 
Me Great is Thy 
Faithfulness His Eye is 
on the Sparrow I Love 
the Lord 
It Is Well With My Soul 
Precious Lord 
Soon-A Will Be Done 
The Storm Is Passing 
Over We Shall Behold 
Him 

Song of Farewell 
Celtic Song of Farewell 
May the Choirs of Angels Come to Greet You 

Recessional 
Goin Up Yonder 
How Great Thou Art 
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
I’ll Fly Away 
Total Praise 
The Sweet By & By 

Blest Are They 
Eat This Bread 
Gift of Finest Wheat 
I Am the Bread of 
Life I Have Loved 
You Keep Mind 



 

Loving and 
Forgiving One 
Bread, One Body 
Taste and See 
This Day 


