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Bulletin: November 18

Once we start to think about the kind of world we are leaving to future generations, we look at things differently; we realize that the world is a gift which we have freely received and must share with others…. We can no longer view reality in a purely utilitarian way, in which efficiency and productivity are entirely geared to our individual benefit. (Pope Francis, Laudato Si’)

SIMPLE ACTION STEP
Plastic pollution is hurting our economy and our environment. Even worse, a substantial portion of the plastic made in the U.S. uses natural gas -- further exacerbating harmful climate effects and providing a rationalization for continued drilling and fracking.

The good news is that a number of businesses, local governments, and entire nations have taken actions to ban, limit, or place fees on single-use plastics. Kroger, the nation's largest grocery chain, recently committed to phase out all single-use plastic bags. 

Let’s encourage Albertsons, the second largest chain and owner of stores such as Safeway, Shaws, and ACME, to do the same. Kroger has reported they use 6 billion bags per year. If we could get Albertsons to take similar action, based on the sales comparison of the two companies, we would eliminate another approximately 3 billion bags per year.
(Taken from: Kelli Soto, Daily Kos, Oakland, CA, 94612)
If you agree, control/click on the link below to sign the petition (if you are accessing the bulletin online). Sign the petition and call on Albertsons to put the wellness of the planet first and eliminate their single-use plastics. You can also type the URL Sign the petition: Urge Albertsons to eliminate single-use plastics into your browser’s address bar. It will only take a minute.

As of November 12th, 91,294 signatures have been collected.  
Thanks for being a steward of our common home!
Bulletin: November 25

A Prayer by Pope Francis ~
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice love and peace.

Join with our Social Justice Committee on the 1st Sunday each month after the 11:00 Mass and/or in the activities we will be presenting to you as we move forward with our work.
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STEWARDS OF OUR EARTH                 Thanks to those who participated in our  BEYOND A TH R OWAWAY CULTURE PROGRAM   last  weekend.   Informational handouts, a short and inspiring video, bag demos and giveaways, and  yummy food added to the lively discussions. There were many ideas shared as to how we can  respond to Pope Francis’s challenge to “counteract the throwaway culture which affec ts the  entire planet.”    Some are listed below. Stay tuned for more in future bulletins , and share your  ideas with us at  socialjustice@holycrossphl.org         SIMPLE ACTIONS  WE  CAN TAKE                 *   Say NO to  single - use plastic straws, cups,  utensils, and bags .                 * Carry your own  reusable  bags to the grocery                     store.             * If you use plastic containers and utensils,  wash and reuse them.             * Bring you r own reusable coffee cups.             * Recycle what you can’t refuse or reuse.             * Encourage patronage of local businesses that  demonstrate environment al stewardship .             * Organize with others to influence companies  to stop the  production of plastics.         And God said, “Let the waters bring forth   swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth  across the dome of the sky.”   …. And God saw that it was good.  ( Genesis 1:20 - 21 )     Join with our Social Justice Committee on th e 1 st   Sunday each month after the 11:00 Mass and/or in  the activities we will be presenting to you as we move forward with our work.  We need many oars to  turn the tide!  

DID YOU KNOW…    If we keep producing at  predicted  rates, plastics in the ocean will  outweigh fish pound for pound in  2050. (World Economic Forum)     Americans alone use as many as  390 million plastic straws a day  –   just a small proportion of the 8  million metric tons of plastic that  ends up in the   ocean annually.  (Time, October22, 2018)     Recently, Kroger, one of  the   nation’s   largest grocery chains,  committed to phasing out bags  and other single - use plastics as a  part of their zero - waste  commitment.  
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STEWARDS OF OUR EARTH     A Hero for the Care of Our World   Kendall , who turns nine at the end of November,   is very environmentally conscious, particularly  about   the harmful effect plastics have on animals.   This concern was really amplified when she  visited Discovery Cove this summer and learned all about dolphins.   After returning home,  Kendall set out on a campaign to stop her school from using plastic cutlery at   lunch.   She called  all the schools in the district and learned that her school was the only one using plastic because  they had an issue with students throwing out metal silverware.   Kendall met with the principal  and the head of food service and talked abou t ways in which they could help students learn to not  throw away silverware. It didn’t take long for the plastic cutlery to be replaced with reusable  metal silverware.                                      Kendall (right) with Nutritional Service Manager              Kendall at Discovery Cove   in Orlando   Kendall is  now  on a mission to eliminate the use of plastic straws.   She is creating a video that  informs other students about the harmful effects of straws and demonstrates how to open and  drink from the lunchroom milk   containers without needing a straw. On her own initiative and  leadership, she developed teams of students to design cool - looking stickers that discourage the  use of straws.   A teacher noticed this and is having their designs printed as “real” stickers that   will be distributed throughout  the  school.   Kendall also researched alternatives to plastic straws  and discovered a plant - based biodegradable pasta straw that does not contain gluten.   She met for  a second time with the head of food service and figured out  a budget based on average hot meal  consumption.   The other day she asked her dad to proofread a statement she wrote….it was a  grant application to the PTO for $2,000!   The grant application has been forwarded to a grant   writer in the hope of taking the pasta   straw initiative district wide.   Kendall , who is the granddaughter of Kathryn Clough of our Holy Cross family,  dreams of  changing the world. With this kind of care and determination, is there any doubt that she will!  


